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We, the 80 undersigned societies and organizations, including the Medical Society
Consortium on Climate and Health (MSCCH) which is composed of 57 major medical
societies and 25 state clinician groups representing approximately 700,000 physicians
and health care providers around the country, write in support of farm policy that
prioritizes both affordable and nutritious food and clean air and water. To achieve this, we
urge you to prioritize human health in upcoming farm policy discussions. This includes
supporting both robust nutrition programs for economically challenged families and
conservation programs that support soil health, air quality, and clean water.
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Nutrition programs and conservation efforts are two sides of the same coin, and both are
critically important in feeding families across the country. The Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program supports 12.5% of the US population (an estimated 41.2 million
people, including 15 million children and over 1.2 million veterans). Programs like SNAP
feed low-income Americans and foster healthier diets. At the same time, important
conservation programs, like the Title 2 Conservation programs, can protect our health and
environment, and restore healthy soil, water, and clean air, while simultaneously
producing nutrient-dense food and are currently available to all 2 million US farmers. By
safeguarding our food supply and farmland, these widely embraced conservation
programs fortify soil resilience against the impacts of the climate crisis. They play a crucial
role in safeguarding our nation's water supply, effectively mitigating antibiotic residues,
chemical toxins, and harmful bacteria. This, in turn, saves billions of dollars allocated for
water decontamination efforts and the treatment of multidrug-resistant infections.
Climate-smart practices included in the conservation programs also decrease air pollution
and greenhouse gas production, while saving farmers money by reducing fossil fuel,
chemical fertilizer, and pesticide use.

As health care professionals and scientists, we urge you to prioritize nutrition security for
all and to protect historic investments in conservation programs. Food security and clean
air and water are essential to the health and mental health of our patients and
communities. Both of these priorities merit the resources to ensure a healthier future for
all.

Respectfully,
MSCCH Executive Committee Members
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