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NUMBERS OF CANDIDATES 
AMERICAN COLLEGE OF OSTEOPATHIC INTERNISTS

RESIDENT IN-SERVICE EXAMINATION
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2009

211 2953rd Year Resident

1991681661461502nd Year Resident

2422061821821721st Year Resident

224196163163152Medicine Interns

17139148Traditional Interns

271209172177160All Interns

684595532514487All Candidates

20082007 200620052004



0.53120141.3614920.24110113rd Year Residents

0.911352280.671221990.531211682nd Year Residents

0.521202550.331132420.221092061st Year Residents

0.221092690101224-0.0998196Medicine Interns

0.1510620-0.119617-0.328913Traditional Interns

0.21108289-0.01100241-0.197209All Interns

0.521207870.311116840.19108595All Candidates
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Corrected for Change in Examination Difficulty

Comparison of 2007-2009 Mean Logit and Raw Scores

RESIDENT IN-SERVICE EXAMINATION

AMERICAN COLLEGE OF OSTEOPATHIC INTERNISTS



Number of Examination Candidates
Internal Medicine Certifying Examination

2006 - 08

353947REFERENCE

000IM/PEDS

141210IM/ER

011SUBSPECIALTY

22616ALLOPATHIC

127121110MEDICINE TRACK

131117TRADITIONAL TRACK

242015RE-ESTABLISH

262531RETAKES

176151153FIRST-TIMER

226196199TOTAL

200820072006



AMERICAN OSTEOPATHIC BOARD OF INTERNAL MEDICINE
STATISTICAL SUMMARY DATA

2006 - 08
MEAN MEASURE (EQUATED)

-0.44-0.39-0.30RE-ESTABLISH

-0.18-0.07-0.23REPEATERS

0.660.550.52REFERENCE GROUP

0.670.170.76FIRST TIME – OTHER

0.830.390.40FIRST TIME – TRAD TRACK

0.810.610.58FIRST TIME – MED TRACK

0.670.570.58FIRST-TIME CANDIDATES

0.460.390.39OVERALL

200820072006

0.610.550.52MEAN

1.58-(-0.52)1.37-(-0.42)1.32-(-0.47)RANGE

373947N

200820072006
REFERENCE GROUP

17%10%27%RE-ESTABLISH

74%71%78%PASS-RATE OVERALL

86%79%96%PASS-RATE REFERENCE GROUP

35%28%32%PASS-RATE REPEATERS

100%75%100%FIRST TIME – OTHER

85%91%88%FIRST TIME – TRAD TRACK

86%86%93%FIRST TIME – MED TRACK

88%86%93%PASS-RATE FIRST TIME

200820072006



American Osteopathic Board of Internal Medicine
Cumulative Pass Rates

Internal Medicine Certifying Examination

9591989395979410094949295% Pass

86909310610489678076777057Pass

91999511411092718081847660Total First Timers

199719961995199419931992199119901989198819871986

8889949699959490959290% Pass

154135144132143138136123133119114Pass

176151153137145145144136140129127Total First Timers

20082007200620052004200320022001200019991998

90.295.092.595.294.2% Pass

433672542459359Pass

480707586482381Total First Timers

2006-082001-051996-001991-951986-90



PASS RATE
FIRST-TIME TAKERS

SUBSPECIALTY CERTIFYING EXAMINATIONS 1984-2008

% PASS1984-2008200820072006200520041999-20031994-981984-93

1006/62/23/31/1Allergy

72255/35325/2924/2614/1712/138/1038/5447/8287/122Cardiology

8324/293/32/21/13/36/99/11Endocrinology

77138/1798/97/72/38/86/715/2045/6347/62Gastroenterology

7645/593/32/23/31/32/39/1212/1713/16Infectious Disease

78128/1653/36/65/64/57/724/2725/3254/79Pulmonary Diseases

7985/1089/105/65/62/27/722/2812/2023/29Nephrology

7063/903/31/15/64/45/510/158/1427/42Oncology

8240/493/42/21/12/28/119/1115/18Rheumatology

76768995848886756773%PASS

813/107657/6452/5536/4335/4036/42132/177175/260290/395TOTAL



83096.6125130137142142148398410Total

158722------22911Rheumatology

43983377992324Pulmonary 
Diseases

17882201011313Oncology

179433334566Nephrology

129222122266Infectious Disease

107013012244Hematology

311001133881919Geriatric Medicine

6595111199683637Gastroenterology

1010011333333Electrophysiology

910011------1177Endocrinology

5292238910102830Critical Care

849489171811134344Cardiology

2100------11------11Allergy

49299888985858484229234Internal Medicine

PASSnPASSnPASSnPASSn

n% Pass
Total

2008200720062002-05

Recertification Examination Results
2002-2008



CAQ EXAMINATIONS REPORT
1999-2008

INTERVENTIONAL CARDIOLOGY

033/9237/59New/Revised Items

118118138136MPS

134-162118-173137-172129-159Range

148152155144Mean Score

200200200200Items

3351416Pass

3351420Number of Candidates

2006200520032002

SPORTS MEDICINE

(  ) = AOBIM candidates

54/51

135/135

128-174

154

200

17

18

2008

11910310811212088107MPS

12810811311812992121Mean score

194179183194203156186Items

1/16/9 (2/3)11/17 (1/1)18/24 (0/1)14/21 
(0/1)

21/26 
(0/0)

4/5 
(0/0)

12 (2/2)Pass

13112126512Number of candidates

20082007200620052003200120001999



CRITICAL CARE MEDICINE

118116118106Mean score

200200200200200Items

5/518/22(82%)24/33(73%)24/2427/40(68%)Pass

522332440Number of candidates

19971996199519931991

4/41/15/64/41/1Pass rate Critical Care trainees

1/113/16(10/12)†15/2014/1422/33Pass rate subspecialists

-----4/5(2/2)†4/76/64/6Pass rate general internists

109-12881-15193-152116-15689-139Range

106106110116100MPS

(12/16)†(10/14)†11/13(10/11)†5/7(3/5)†6/9(6/8)†3/4Pass rate Critical Care trainees

------------------------------Pass rate subspecialists

-----22/26--------------------Items revised/replaced

104-13996-12992-13580-11493-13695-128Range

113113107107106106MPS

121117115105109115Mean score

200200200200200200Items

14/2010/1411/135/76/93/4Pass

201413794Number of candidates

200820062004200220001998

† = First timers



DIF STUDY COMPARING THE CANDIDATE PERFORMANCE ON 
THE 2006 AND 2008 AOBIM INTERNAL MEDICINE CERTIFYING 

EXAMINATIONS

• DIF(Differential Item Functioning) analysis compares the 
interaction between individual items and types of 
persons on an examination or also termed item bias.  
DIF indicates which items have different difficulties after 
adjusting for the overall differences in ability between 
two groups.

• Hypothesis:  Switching from a paper and pencil to 
computer-based exam will result in no significant 
difference in candidate performance even though the 
items were grouped into subject content areas on one 
exam and scrambled on the other.



Results:  192 common items between the two exams
550 total items over two days on 2006 exam
320 total items over one day on 2008 exam

199 persons in 2006
226 persons in 2008 

20 of the 192 items were harder in 2006
16 of the 192 items were harder in 2008

Mean raw score for 2006 = 117.8/192
Mean raw score for 2008 = 117.4/192

P value = >0.854

Conclusion:  Changing the format of the exam results in no significant difference 
in the performance of candidates on the internal medicine certifying examination



2009 INTERNAL MEDICINE CERTIFYING EXAMINATION 
 
DATE:  September 17, 2009 
 
LOCATION:  200 sites nationwide 
 
FIRST DATE ELIGIBLE TO REGISTER WITH COMPUTER COMPANY:  June 22 
 
REGISTRATION IDENTIFYING NUMBER AND LETTER OF ACCEPTANCE WILL 
BE MAILED THE FIRST WEEK OF JUNE 
 
REGISTER BY PHONE OR VIA WEBSITE 
 
TESTING CENTER LOCATIONS:  www.pearsonvue.com/AOBIM 
 
EXAM PRACTICE TUTORIAL:  www.measurementresearch.com 


